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Apologies  See Appendix 2 

    

 

Notes Action 

1 KB welcomed the attendees and provided an overview of the 
format of the meeting. 
 
KB covered the main outcomes from Essex County Council’s 
(ECC) Cabinet meeting in November and stated that ECC’s 
recommendation will be made public at an event in the summer 
and given to the government this year. 
 

 

2 JB provided a reminder of the routes that were consulted upon 
last year, and showed artistic impressions of some of the initial 
sketches for the various routes. 
 
JB then provided an update on the environmental work 
undertaken so far.  
 
JA asked why only rare bats are being studied. 
 
JB responded that all bats are being taken into consideration, 
not just rare bats – rare bats were the example used as it is 
likely to interest the audience the most. 
 
JA asked about the implementation of the proposed garden 
communities on the existing A120 as the existing A120 would 
likely be used as an access route for garden community 
developments. 
 
JB responded that the project is following strict guidelines set 
out by the Department for Transport (DfT) and as such the 
garden communities cannot be considered in the studies at the 
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moment because they do not have official status, although they 
would have to be included going forward if the plans are 
approved.   
 
J.B. asked if the southern routes would definitely take enough 
traffic off the existing A120. 
 
MS replied that the central routes do take slightly more traffic as 
they are taking more strategic journeys, although the difference 
is not massive and there is still a vast journey time saving with 
the southern routes based on the traffic model assessment 
which is approved by Highways England.  
 
TD raised that turtle doves are a significant species in the 
Bradwell area and that the people of Cressing are being 
consulted on a development of 250 houses. 
 
KB responded that we will be looking carefully at this with both 
the planning inspectorate and the company concerned.  
 
RR asked whether the intersection with the A12 will be included 
in the costs of the A120, the A12, or whether it will be split 
between the two. 
 
JB replied that funding is yet to be confirmed, but if it were to be 
option B or C it is likely it would come out of the A120 budget 
whereas option D or E would largely be included in the A12 
budget as it is assumed that there will already be a junction at 
the tie-in location.  
 
DS stated that he is puzzled that the garden communities are 
not being taken into account and that he is concerned that the 
A12 project will not go ahead as planned, which would then 
impact upon the A120. 
 
KB confirmed that he has met MP colleagues and DfT about the 
importance of the A12 project going ahead as planned.  
 
A.H. asked how the services near the existing Galleys Corner 
roundabout would be accessed, as the design should not create 
bottlenecks to get to these businesses. 
 
KB responded that the aim of the scheme is to prevent the 
bottlenecks that happen at the moment, and that ECC is 
currently progressing the Millennium Way Slips project, which 
will also help to serve these businesses. 
 
JB added that all the designs at the moment are concept 
designs, and that traffic modelling will need to be done on the 
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interaction with local roads – once we have one route, there will 
be more consultation on the design.  
 
MS summarised the work undertaken with regard to traffic and 
economics to date and how the information feeds into the 
decision framework. 
 
AW asked how much time there is likely to be from route 
selection to commencement of construction. 
 
JB replied that if everything goes ahead as scheduled, it will be 
approximately four years from the Road Investment (RIS) 2 
announcement, which is anticipated in 2019. 
 
AW enquired about the process and tenacity of examination 
with the current study in comparison with the previous study 
from 2005. 
 
KB responded that the work being undertaken now is second to 
none, and is being accepted by Highways England – it is being 
done very differently from last time, particularly in terms of 
engagement. 

  
IP asked if fuel savings and freight have been taken into 
account.  
 
MS responded that the impact on freight specifically will feed 
into the decision framework, and that both of these things are 
taken into account in the Highways England guidelines.  
 
ST raised that when there have been incidents on the existing 
A120, there has been significant damage to roads in villages 
because of HGVs taking unsuitable diversion routes.  
 
HJ stated that with regard to the traffic modelling, whilst the 
impact on journey time is important, the most significant impact 
is on businesses when the A120 is closed, and asked if this 
factor goes into the costings. 
 
MS explained that this is taken account of qualitatively in terms 
of the background case of the scheme.  
 
JA expressed disappointment that the opportunity has not been 
taken to undertake modal shift with the money that would be 
spent on the road, and asked if this has been looked at as a 
solution.  
 
MS replied that the overarching objectives of the scheme are for 
economic growth and a strategic link, however this would open 
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up opportunities with the existing A120 in this respect, such as 
including a cycle link on the current route that could be used for 
local journeys. 
 
KB added that the existing A120 will not be the route it is at the 
moment when a new A120 is in place.  
 
RR asked whether the potential expansion of Stansted airport 
has been taken into account.  
 
MS answered that this has been tested specifically – there are 
zones in the traffic model for airports and ports, and different 
levels of growth based on government predictions and local 
plans.  
 
KB noted that ECC is undertaking initial pinch-point work to 
relieve the M11 at junction 8 and redesign the junction in the 
long-term, as well as improvement works at junction 7 and 
introducing a new junction, 7a, which will also help to relieve 
Stansted traffic.  
 
HJ raised that other countries seem to cope better with road 
traffic collisions than the UK through the use of moveable Armco 
barriers and the like, and asked if this could be considered for a 
new A120. 
 
MS replied that the design of the A120 is being strictly controlled 
by Highways England so their design principles are what can be 
expected.  
 
CS added that Highways England is evaluating their design to 
try to make it more future-proof.  

3  
AH provided attendees with a look-ahead to engagement 
activities that are happening between now and when the project 
is handed over to Highways England later in the year.  
 
KB provided an overview of the timeline from May 2018. 

 

4  
CS described the RIS 2 process to attendees. 
 
DB asked if there was an insight into potential improvements 
above junction 25 of the A12.  
 
CS replied that the government may want to put improvements 
into RIS 2.  
 
RR asked if a new A120 would be fully funded by central 
government or if ECC is expected to pay. 
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KB responded that it would be government funded. 
 
BS asked what the effect would be if West Tey was approved. 
 
CS stated that there would likely be adjustments, rather than 
extra work. The garden communities cannot be modelled at the 
moment, but the growth forecast will include the quantum of 
traffic itself already, albeit not where it would join the route.  
 

 
 

Appendix 1 - Participants 

Kevin Bentley (KB) – ECC - Deputy Leader of the Council and Cabinet Member for Economic Growth, 
Skills, Infrastructure and the Digital Economy 

Chris Stevenson (CS) – ECC – Head of Commissioning, Connected Essex, Integrated Transport 

Alan Lindsay (AL) – ECC – Transport Strategy & Engagement Officer 

James Burke (JB) – Jacobs – Project Manager 

Mark Stubbs (MS) – Jacobs – Traffic & Economics Lead 

Alison Hood (AH) – Jacobs – Engagement Lead 

Lyn Walters (LW) – Braintree District Council (BDC) – Bocking Blackwater ward 

Wendy Scattergood (WS) – BDC – Stour Valley South ward 

Don Smith (DS) – Braintree Association of Local Councils and Rayne Parish Council  

Peter Tattersley (PT) – BDC – Three Fields ward 

David Mann (DM) – BDC – Bocking North ward 

Craig Martin (CM) – Kelvedon Parish Council 

James Abbott (JA) – ECC, BDC and Rivenhall Parish Council – Witham Northern division, Silver End 
and Cressing ward 

Robert Mitchell (RM) – ECC and BDC – Braintree Eastern division, Kelvedon and Feering ward 

Peter Schwier (PS) – BDC – Three Fields ward 

Lynette Bowers-Flint (LBF) – BDC – Coggeshall ward 

Phil Barlow (PB) – BDC – Witham North ward 

David Bebb (DB) – BDC – Hatfield Peverel and Terling ward 

Wendy Schmitt (WS) – ECC and BDC – Braintree Town division, Bocking Blackwater ward 

Stuart Tyler (ST) – Stisted Parish Council  

Leonie Alpin (LA) – Maldon District Council – Planning Policy Officer 

John Baugh (J.B) – BDC – Bocking South ward 

Sue Wilson (SW) – BDC – Witham Central ward 

Richard van Dulken (RvD) – BDC – Yeldham ward 
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Graham Butland (GB) – ECC and BDC – Three Fields division, Great Notley & Black Notley division 

Moia Thorogood (MT) – BDC – Bocking South ward 

Ron Ramage (RR) – BDC – Braintree West ward 

Andrew Hensman (A.H.) – BDC – Braintree Central and Beckers Green ward 

Ken McDonald (KMcD) – Silver End Parish Council 

Tony Dunn (TD) – Bradwell with Pattiswick Parish Council 

Gabrielle Spray (GS) – BDC – The Colnes ward 

Mary Cunningham (MC) – BDC – Braintree Central and Beckers Green ward 

John Cunningham (JC) – BDC - Braintree Central and Beckers Green ward 

Hylton Johnson (HJ) – BDC – Hedingham ward 

Michael Banthorpe (MB) – BDC – Rayne ward 

Bob Suckling (BS) – Messing and Inworth Parish Council 

Trevor Plumb (TP) – Coggeshall Parish Council 

Kevin Bowers (K.B.) – BDC – Silver End and Cressing ward 

Jackie Pell (JP) – BDC – Halstead Trinity ward 

Iona Parker (IP) BDC – Stour Valley North ward 

 

Appendix 2 - Apologies 
John McKee – Braintree West ward 
Bill Rose – Witham West ward 

 


